The People’s Play Award 2012
The People’s Theatre and New Writing North are pleased to announce the return of the People’s Play Award. This biennial competition is run to find an exciting new play that will be produced for one week in the studio theatre at the People's Theatre in Newcastle upon Tyne, in November 2012. The winning writer will receive an award of £2,000.
The competition aims to discover and develop new writers for theatre and is only open to writers who have not yet received a full professional production of their work on the stage. Winning the People's Play Award is a great first step to establishing a career as a professional writer. Former winners who have gone on to write professionally include Alison Carr, Peter Straughan (who recently wrote the screenplay for The Men Who Stare at Goats) and Carina Rodney.
The award is only open to writers who live and work within the Arts Council England North East region (Tyne and Wear, Northumberland, Tees Valley and County Durham). Writers may only enter one script for the award. The script that you enter must be for a new play that has not been staged in any theatre (professional or amateur). 
We are looking for full-length plays with small casts (four or five actors at the most) with running times of around two hours. The play should be suited for a simple production in a studio theatre and should not involve complex sets or effects. Entrants are strongly advised to come and see our production Harold Pinter: A Selection of Short Plays in our Studio Theatre (7th to 11th February) to see the space where the winning play will be produced.
The deadline for receipt of scripts is 31st May 2012. The winner will be announced in July and the play will be produced 20th to 24th November.
Scripts (with the author’s name & address on the cover sheet) should be sent to:
People’s Play Competition

People’s Theatre

Stephenson Road

Heaton

Newcastle upon Tyne NE6 5QF

Entrants requiring the return of unsuccessful scripts must include an adequately stamped self-addressed envelope. The People’s Theatre regrets that it is unable to offer feedback on unsuccessful scripts. For further details, see www.peoplestheatre.co.uk 
